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Sudan Community Museums
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“"The museums will provide civic space
for community life, to protect, promote
and celebrate their cultural heritage”
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The Western Sudan Community Museum
project won its first grant from the British
Council Cultural Protection Fund in 2018.

The project was to revitalise three museums
in Western Sudan that could share benefits
by being linked together as a project. All three
museumsarepartofNCAM, Sudan’sNational
Corporation of Antiquities and Museums.

The project was further funded by the Aliph
Foundation and two new grants from the
British Council.
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Connecting West
2l 2o o)l

Thematically the three museums represent
the geography, history, and culture of
Western Sudan.

The ancient trade routes that link the
museums dre also the scene of famous
19th and 20th century battles, more recent
conflicts, and mass migrations.

The shared history of the museums is
foundational to modern Sudan: their
revitalisation is important to its future.
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Three Museums
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Darfur Museum
Nyala, South Darfur

The Darfur Museum in Nyala opened in 2006
but was closed by the conflicts. It has three
collections; Sudanese archaeological artefacts, o
small historical photograph collection, and a living
heritage collection donated by the community.

JgéJlé Q=0

1891 wgiz Al

LYl ghdll Lo olegame G ot .oleli
degazag «dusy )l jgall (o Sp20 degasag duildgan

&aizll L &35 &1 L=l @l

Sheikan Museum
El Obeid, North Kordofan

The Sheikan Museum opened in 1965 with two
galleries, the Sudanese archaeological gallery
and the other historical gallery with artefacts
related to the 1883 Battle of Sheikan. The
museum enclave includes a small garden and
performance space.
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Khalifa House
Omdurman, Khartoum

The Khalifa House is a historic collection of
buildings and courtyards from the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century. The two main
buildings are used as the museum. Most of
the collection is from the Mahdist and Khalifa
period.
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Conditions in 2018
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The project started with the museum collections
and the huge task of cleaning, recording, packing,
photographing, and digitizing all the objects, several
thousand in total. Each museum now has its own
conservation lab and stores and NCAM has more
conservationists.
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Khalifa House
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The Khalifa House was built over an IRST FLOOR 1:200
extended period and the process of : o Rl s 29
restoring the building uncovered its ED ”

: N K34
history. For example, stone walls that @ . \

. . . Basement 1:200 e e -

point to its origin as a fort; the complex Gl 36
built and used by the Khalifa including ok 8
the Shuria Court which formed his place
of government - it was an open veranda e
forming a shaded space, like a tree - and poa SHADED .
JacobsH qinallythekitchen. Lat Community &F ™
British interventions reprogrammed the P dalay
building before it was finally turned into
a museum in 1929.
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The whole complex was in a severe state e
of decay. Termites had eaten through KS6 = e |
mud plaster and timbers so most of I K

the structural timbers, roofs, and lintels

had to be replaced. The mud and lime — I
plaster finishes had to stripped and walls -
repointed or replastered. New services GROUND FLOOR 1:200 S
include power supplies, cabling, lighting, e
air conditioning, improved security, S 48
and drains. Y Loggia
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Khalifa House
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Bramble Courtyard
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Sheikan Museum
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The four existing and one new building in the Sheikan Museum
are repaired, upgraded, and fully functional. The grounds
between the buildings are relandscape to provide safe access
around the site with a variety of sheltered garden spaces for
activities. The museum is kitted out with plenty of chairs and
tablestosupportdailyworkshops, trainingsessions, discussion
groups, educational and cultural events.
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Soft Opening
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The museum celebrated the completion of the community hall with an exhibition of Kordofan
Weddings and framed black and white photographs of the people and culture of Kordofan, archived

by a local photographic studio.
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Children

JLab3

teachers and
lety of museum based

Friendly spaces help encourage
family visitors and provide a welcoming venue for

friends to meet, young and old.
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Darfur Museum
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The Darfur Museum was constructed in 2006 but occupies
an older site. The Inspector General’s historic residence was
restored and the courtyard relandscaped to prevent flooding.
The new galleries were in poor repair and all the services
were destroyed. The museum is now functional again, the
gardens planted with new trees and shelters.
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The Soft Opening in the
Darfur Museum celebrated
thefindingsofthefirstDarfur
Crafts survey. The name
and stories of materials,
making and makers were
told alongside their objects.
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Darfur Surveys
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Very little research has been carried
out on the archaeology and history of
Darfur despite its strategic position.
The project sent local teams out to

iInvestigate remote and amazing sites
for the museum.
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The living cultural heritage in Darfur is under
Immense pressure. It is kept alive by the
many different communities who still rely on
traditional methods of farming and herding,
local markets, and urban groups like Kaman,
the Daju and the two women’'s museums

in Nyala.
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The project has involved recording living heritage and the
project itself. Most of the work has been done by young
independent filmmakers and photographers including
Indeepvision and Grey Studios. Mark Whatmore has lent

his experience with making media specifically for show
IN Museums.
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Partners

ICCROM-Sharjah

Regional Office of the International Centre
for the Study of the preservation and
Restoration of Cultural Property

NCAM
National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums, Sudan

MALLINSON ARCHITECTS & ENGINEE

London

CENTRE FOR HERITAGE STUDIES

McDonald Institute for Archaeological
Research University of Cambridge
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