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The importance of the Forum lies in being a platform
for practical cooperation, supported by the insightful
vision and unlimited patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah. This continued
support has enabled ICCROM'’s Regional Centre in
Sharjah to achieve tangible field accomplishments
and build the capacities of professionals working in
the cultural sector across the Arab region. It reflects
His Higshness's constant commitment to safeguarding
cultural heritage as a cornerstone of the Arab region’s
identity and collective memory.

The 5th Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage focuses on the significance of engaging women and

youth in heritage preservation and museum innovation. Since its inception in 2018, the Forum has
established itself as a leading platform for dialogue and the exchange of expertise among experts,
academics, researchers, and heritage professionals in the Arab world. It affirms that cultural heritage
is not only a historical value but also a fundamental pillar of sustainable development and a vital
factor in shaping a shared Arab identity.

The Forum’s importance also lies in highlighting the shared responsibility of preserving heritage
and addressing current challenges threatening both tangible and intangible heritage, such as
demographic shifts and rapid urbanization. The Forum seeks to shed light on global and regional
challenges facing heritage, while aiming to strengthen the role of women and youth in shaping
conservation policies, contributing to creative initiatives, and integrating modern technologies in
heritage documentation and promotion.

Nasir Al Darmaki
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Introduction

Cultural heritage serves as the cornerstone of a
community's identity, encapsulating collective
experiences, values, and traditions passed down
through generations. In the Arab region, this heritage
is not only a testament to past civilizations but also a
vital component of contemporary cultural expression.
Women and youth play pivotal roles in preserving and
revitalizing this heritage, ensuring its transmission and
relevance in a rapidly changing world.

Women have traditionally been the custodians of intangible cultural heritage, encompassing
oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, and craftsmanship. Their involvement
in activities such as storytelling, traditional crafts, and the transmission of customs has been
instrumental in maintaining cultural continuity.

Youth, as the torchbearers of future generations, bring innovative perspectives to heritage
conservation. Their engagement introduces fresh approaches to preservation, integrating modern
technology and contemporary methods to safeguard cultural assets. By involving young people in
heritage initiatives, communities can foster a sense of ownership and responsibility toward their
cultural legacy.

In light of the challenges posed by globalization, technological advancements, and socio-political
changes, it is imperative to explore and strengthen the roles of women and youth in cultural
heritage conservation. Building upon the success of previous forums, the 5th Arab Forum for
Cultural Heritage aims to provide a platform for interdisciplinary dialogue, knowledge exchange,
and the development of strategies to empower these key demographics in heritage preservation.
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Objectives

The Forum seeks to achieve the following objectives:
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Highlight the Contributions of Women in Heritage Preservation: Examine the multifaceted roles
women play in safeguarding both tangible and intangible cultural heritage and identify ways to
support and enhance their efforts.

Empower Youth Engagement: Explore strategies to actively involve young people in heritage
conservation, leveraging their creativity and technological proficiency to develop innovative
preservation methods.

Facilitate Intergenerational Knowledge Transfer: Promote initiatives that encourage
collaboration between older and younger generations, ensuring the seamless transmission of
cultural knowledge and practices.

Address Contemporary Challenges: Discuss the impact of modernization, urbanization, and
globalization on cultural heritage and develop adaptive strategies that involve women and youth
in mitigating these challenges.

Promote Inclusive Policies: Advocate for policies that recognize and institutionalize the roles of
women and youth in cultural heritage conservation at local, national, and regional levels.



Topics of Discussion

2.

4.

Women's Traditional Roles in Cultural Transmission:

* How have women contributed to the preservation of intangible cultural heritage within
their communities?

* What are the challenges faced by women in maintaining these traditions in contemporary
society?

Youth as Innovators in Heritage Conservation:

* In what ways can youth integrate modern technology with traditional preservation
techniques?

» Case studies of successful youth-led heritage projects in the Arab region.

Intergenerational Dialogue and Knowledge Exchange:
» Strategies to facilitate effective knowledge transfer between elders and youth.
* The role of educational institutions in promoting intergenerational learning.

Impact of Globalization on Cultural Practices:
» Assessing the influence of global cultural trends on local traditions.
* Developing frameworks to protect cultural heritage from homogenization.

Policy Development for Inclusive Heritage Conservation:

* Reviewing existing policies related to heritage preservation.

* Recommendations for policy reforms to include women and youth in decision-making
processes.

Target Audience

The Forum targets a diverse group of stakeholders, including:

Academics and researchers specializing in cultural heritage and related fields.
Heritage professionals and practitioners from governmental and non-governmental
organizations.

Representatives from women’s groups and youth organizations.

Policy-makers involved in culture, education, and social development sectors.
Media professionals and journalists covering cultural heritage topics.
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Outputs and
Expected Results

* A comprehensive report summarizing the discussions, findings, and recommendations.

e Policy briefs aimed at informing and influencing decision-makers to adopt inclusive heritage
conservation strategies.

» Establishment of a network connecting women and youth involved in heritage preservation
across the Arab region.

* Development of action plans for community-based projects that engage women and youth in
cultural heritage initiatives.

Forum Structure

The three-day Forum will feature a dynamic programme consisting of the following components:

« Keynote Addresses
Delivered by distinguished experts to provide strategic insights and set the tone for the
Forum'’s discussions.

« Lightning Talk
A concise, 10-minute talk presented before each panel session—potentially by the panel
moderator—to introduce key questions and stimulate discussion.

- Panel Discussions
Thematic panels featuring experts engaging in presentations and moderated debates on
core Forum topics.

« Case Study Presentations
Showcasing impactful projects that highlight the contributions of women and youth in
cultural heritage preservation and museum development.

« Networking Events

Structured opportunities for participants to connect, exchange experiences, and explore
future collaborations.

Forum Languages

The Forum will be conducted in Arabic and English, with translation services available to
facilitate inclusive participation.
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Case Studies

« Women-Led Cultural Heritage Preservation

« Youth-Driven Digital Heritage Projects

« Heritage as Sustainable Livelihoods for Women

« Intergenerational Knowledge Transfer in the Arab World

« Global Perspectives on Women in Heritage Leadership

« Heritage Recovery & Social Resilience: The Role of Women and Youth

Conclusion

The 5th Arab Forum for Cultural Heritage aspires to be a catalyst for empowering women and youth
in cultural heritage conservation. By fostering dialogue, sharing knowledge, and developing inclusive
strategies, the Forum aims to strengthen the role of these vital groups in preserving the rich and
diverse cultural legacy of the Arab region for future generations.
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Forum Agenda Day1

Monday, 29 September 2025

09:30 -10:30

10:30 - 10:50

10:50 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 15:50

15:50 -16:20

16:20 - 17:00

Opening Session
*  Welcome Remarks — Mr. Nasir Al Darmaki,
Deputy Director of ICCROM-Sharjah
e Opening Speech - H.E. Sheikh Fahim Bin Sultan Al Qasimi
e Video by ICCROM Director General, Ms Aruna
Francesca Maria Gujral
e Speech by H.E. Dr. Abdelaziz AlMussallam
e Traditional musical performance

Keynote Speech by H.E. Dr. Zaki Nusseibeh
Group Photo
Coffee Break

Panel Discussion 1

Women's Traditional Roles in Cultural Transmission

» Lightning Talk (Moderator - H.E. Sheikha Nawar Al Qasimi) - 10 min

e Panelists - 10 mins each (Dr Fouad Mahdaoui , H.E. Reem Bin
Karam, Dr Hasan Ashkanani, Arch. Abeer Seikaly, Dr Eglal Elmalik)

e Discussion - 45 min

Lunch Break

Panel Discussion 2

Youth as Innovators in Heritage Conservation and Museums

e Lightning Talk (Moderator — Mr. Nasir Al Darmaki) - 10 min

e Panelists - 10 mins each (H.E. Aisha Deemas, Dr. Ech-cherki Dahmali,
Mr. Martin Daltry, Ms Rafif Al-Amassi, Mr. Mikey Muhanna)

e Discussion - 45 min

Coffee Break

Case Study 1 (Mr. Ahmad Al Kasasbeh)
e 15 min presentation + 15 min Q+A

Networking Session (Leb by Mr. Mikey Muhanna)
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Forum Agencda Day 2

Tuesday, 30 September 2025

9:30 - 11:00 Panel Discussion 3
Case Studies - Cultural Resilience in a Globalized World
e Lightning Talk (Moderator - Arch. Shireen Sahouri) - 10 min
e Panelists - 10 mins each (Dr. Fatima AIMamari, Mr. Ahmed bin
Rashid Al Shehhi, Dr. Hala Asslan, Mr. Ayoob Thanoon)
e Discussion - 45 min

11:00 - 11:20 Coffee Break

11:20 - 11:50 Case Study 2 (Ms. Danielle Kuijten)
e 15 min presentation + 15 min Q+A

11:50 - 13:10 Panel Discussion 4
Heritage as Sustainable Livelihoods for Women
e Lightning Talk (Moderator - Mr Anwar Sabik) - 10 min
e Panelists - 10 min each (Dr Rose-Marie Ferre, Ms. Noha
El Sebaie, Ms. Mina Sy, Ms. Rawda AbdelHady)
e Discussion - 45 min

13:10 - 14:10 Lunch Break
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Forum Agenda | Day 3

Wednesday, 1 October 2025

10:00 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:00

14:00 -15:30

15:30 - 15:50

15:50 -16:30

16:30 - 17:00

Selected Case Studies Presentation - 60 mins led by
Ms Shireen Sahouri

Coffee Break

Panel Discussion 5
Intergenerational Dialogue and Knowledge Exchange
e Lightning Talk (Moderator - Dr. Youssef Al Hassan) — 10 min
e Panelists - 10 min each (H.E. Ayman Othman Al-Barout,
Dr. Mai El Ibrashi, Dr. Ossama Abdel Meguid)
e Discussion - 45 min

Lunch Break

Panel Discussion 6

Policy Development for Inclusive Heritage Conservation

e Lightning Talk (Moderator — Dr. Awad Saleh) - 10 min

e Panelists - 10 min each (Ms. Injee Kim (UNESCO Qatar),
Dr. Souayibou Varissou (ICESCO), Dr. Maamoun Saleh Abdulkarim,
Dr. Fouad Mahdaoui)

e Discussion - 45 min

Coffee Break

Closing Session

e Summary of Discussions
¢ Recommendations

* Closing Remarks

Farewell
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Biographies and
abstracts ot speakers

Opening session

H.E. Sheikh Fahim Bin Sultan Bin Khalid Al Qasimi

Member of the Executive Council of Sharjah and Executive Chairman of the Department of
Government Relations, Sheikh Fahim is a respected member of the Council established to assist
the Ruler, His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, in drafting policies to raise
the social and economic development of the Emirate. As Executive Chairman, he leads cooperation
between Sharjah Government departments and international governments and NGOs. Working

alongside the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, the Department
coordinates Sharjah’s international portfolio of trade, tourism, culture, and education.

Prior to joining Sharjah Government, he worked in strategic advisory and performance monitoring
of state-owned assets in the UAE, supporting the Government in developing policies to achieve
financial and socio-economic returns. Sheikh Fahim has been awarded the Grand Collar of the
Order of Antonio José de Irisarri from the President of Guatemala. He also serves as Vice President
of the Alliance Francaise of Sharjah. He holds a master’s in international relations from the
University of Cambridge and speaks English, Arabic, French, and German.

Aruna Francesca Maria Gujral

Aruna Francesca Maria Gujral was elected ICCROM 11th Director-General in November

2023 and began her mandate in January 2024. Since assuming office, she has actively
championed the conservation, preservation and promotion of cultural heritage on a global
scale. Leveraging on over 22 years of experience in public and international development,
her leadership focuses on policy and system-wide coherence, strategic planning, programme

development, and international partnerships, drawing upon her vast expertise in multiple
leading roles in various continents and countries at global, regional and country levels
with the UN Common System and Government entities. She is committed in bringing
about changes through participatory, programmatic and systems-thinking approaches
and transformative business models to advance organizational performance, policy and
programme coherence and long-term development outcomes.
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Nasir Al Darmaki

Deputy Director, ICCROM Regional Centre in Sharjah, UAE. He brings 20 years of experience in
curation, museum strategy, and cultural heritage management. He began his career at the Sharjah
Museums Authority (SMA), serving as curator for the Sharjah Archaeology Museum for nearly a decade.
Following his success, he was promoted to Manager of Strategic Planning for 16 museums within SMA,
where he supported and supervised curators, focusing on budgeting and exhibition development. His
leadership was instrumental in enhancing operational efficiency and cultural impact.

Currently, Nasir serves as Deputy Director of the ICCROM Regional Centre in Sharjah (International
Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property). In this role, he
oversees professional development courses and on-site projects across Arab countries including Iraq,
Syria, and Palestine. His work involves coordinating efforts to safeguard heritage in conflict zones,
ensuring the history, art, and cultural identity of these regions are preserved for future generations.
Nasir also serves as Chair of ICOM UAE, leading preparations to host the ICOM International
Conference in 2025 in Dubai.

H.E. Dr. Abdulaziz Almusallam

He is a leading Emirati expert in cultural heritage management, researcher, and author. Since
2014, he has been President of the Sharjah Institute for Heritage, Chairman of the International
Centre for Capacity Building in Intangible Cultural Heritage for the Arab Region (2023-), and
Board Member of the Sharjah Book Authority. He was a Member of the ICCROM Council (Rome,
2011-2018) and has served as Regional Director of the International Organization of Folk Art (IOV,
under UNESCO) since 2016. He also founded Kalemon Publishing House.

Dr. Almusallam holds a PhD in History and Cultural Heritage from Hassan II University, Morocco
(2017), a Higher Diploma in Islamic History and Civilization from the University of Sharjah (2008),
and a BA in History from Beirut Arab University (2000). He has authored numerous books and
studies on heritage, folklore, and Emirati traditions, many translated into other languages. He has
presented radio and television programs and taught as visiting professor in universities across
the UAE, Arab world, and abroad. His honors include the Arab Heritage Personality Award (Berlin,
2023), Gulf Creativity Medal (2014), Sharjah Cultural Personality of the Year (2012), Al Owais
Creativity Award (2015), and Sard Al Dhahab Award (2024).

Dr. Zaki Anwar Nusseibeh

With a career spanning five decades, he began as interpreter and adviser to the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Founder and first President of the UAE. He later served as Minister
of State, Cultural Adviser to the Presidential Court, and Deputy Chairman of the Abu Dhabi
Authority for Culture and Heritage. He also founded and directed the Office of Public and
Cultural Diplomacy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.

H.E. Nusseibeh played a key role in establishing Sorbonne University Abu Dhabi in 2006 and
chaired its Board of Trustees until 2022. He serves on the boards of the Sheikh Zayed Book
Award, the Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris, and the International Prize for Arab Fiction. He is a
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the European Academy of Sciences and
Arts, and the Académie des Sciences Morales et Politiques, Institut de France.

He holds an M.A. in Economics from the University of Cambridge and has received major
honours, including the UAE Order of the Union, Abu Dhabi Award, French Légion d’'Honneur,

British CBE, and German Order of Merit.
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Panel Discussion 1

Women's Traditional Roles in Cultural Transmission

Sheikha Nawar Al Qasimi
(Moderator)

Nawar Al Qassimi serves as Vice President of Sharjah

Art Foundation, working in a senior leadership position
alongside the Director and Senior Management Team to
oversee the Foundation’s administrative, operative and
creative departments. In her role, Al Qassimi is responsible
for steering long-term strategic initiatives as well as new
programmatic developments. Since joining the Foundation
in 2010, she has worked across numerous departments,
building a unique perspective and understanding of the
organisation. A highly visible and respected cultural figure
in the UAE, she works to strengthen the Foundation’s
cultural, governmental and corporate relationships

with local, regional and international partners. Born

and raised in Sharjah, Al Qassimi graduated from the
American University of Sharjah in 2008. She represents the
Foundation at cultural events worldwide and has served
on international juries including the Karama Film Festival
(2020) and Kurzfilm Festival Hamburg (2023).

20

Fouad Mahdaoui

Dr. Fouad Mahdaoui, laureate of the National Institute of
Archaeology and Heritage of Rabat and Abdelmalek Essaadi
University of Tetouan-Morocco, is an expert in cultural heritage
management. He is President of the Moroccan National
Committee "Memory of the World" (UNESCO), Member of the
Moroccan National Commission for Education, Culture, and
Science, and President of the Conference of Archaeology and
Cultural Heritage in the Arab World-ALECSO (2025-2023). Dr.
Mahdaoui is former member of the Advisory Committee of the
Archives of Morocco and expert to international organizations
on the UNESCO conventions of 1970 ,1954, and 2003. He serves
as Regional Director of the Ministry of Youth, Culture, and
Communication for the Fez-Meknes region.

Abstract:

The role of women in transmitting cultural heritage is central in
Arab societies, particularly in Morocco. Women are custodians

of collective memory and mediators between past and present,
embedding heritage in daily life. They preserved cultural and
economic systems and transmitted values through oral knowledge,
practices, crafts, folk arts, music, and language, ensuring continuity
of identity across generations. This paper highlights these roles

in Morocco through examples on UNESCO’s Representative

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, while
addressing challenges women face in safeguarding traditions amid
contemporary transformations. It emphasizes the contribution of
cooperatives as successful models of social economy, protecting
heritage while empowering rural women economically and
socially—particularly in couscous production, argan-based
products, and traditional dressmaking. These cooperatives provide
income, improve living conditions, and reduce rural vulnerability
and migration. However, challenges remain, especially in marketing,
quality standards, training, funding, equipment, and ensuring
transmission of heritage to future generations.



Reem BinKaram

Driven by her firm belief in human potential and the importance

of fully realising it, Reem BinKaram has set an inspiring example

of enabling impactful empowerment across communities and age
groups through her decade-long career leading key projects and
initiatives in the Government of Sharjah, UAE. Her passionate,
human-centric leadership spans women’s economic empowerment,
gender equality, preservation of local crafts heritage, youth skills
development, entrepreneurship and philanthropy. Currently serving
as General Director of the Irthi Contemporary Crafts Council
(ICCC), Reem is focused on pioneering craft-related initiatives into
new trajectories of growth. Since 2016 Irthi has propelled the lives
of artisans in the UAE and beyond through building skills, enabling
sustainable incomes, and creating market opportunities, while
developing strategies to preserve cultural heritage through re-
contextualised crafts.

Abstract:

Founded in 2015 under the patronage of Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher bint Mohammed Al Qasimi, Wife of the Ruler of Sharjah
and Chairperson of the Council, the Irthi Contemporary Crafts
Council has become a pioneering model in empowering women
artisans, reviving traditional crafts, and presenting them through

a contemporary vision bridging cultural identity with economic
innovation. Over the past decade, the Council has built a network of
more than 840 women artisans across 12 countries, reflecting the
scope of its training, production, and exchange programmes. It has
developed product lines inspired by Emirati heritage, transforming
crafts from everyday tools into creative symbols of identity. The
Council also played a pivotal role in Sharjah’'s nomination as a
UNESCO Creative City in Crafts and Folk Art in 2019. In response

to globalization and the decline of traditional practices, Irthi has
reframed crafts as a vibrant field of innovation, blending authenticity
with modernity, and opening new horizons for women through

training, partnerships, and contemporary design rooted in heritage.

Hasan Ashkanani

Hasan Ashkanani is curator of the Museum and Laboratory

of Anthropology and Archaeology at Kuwait University and
consultant of NCCAL for antiquities and museum affairs. His
research focuses on artifact assemblages of the Late Neolithic
and Bronze Ages in the Arabian Gulf and adjacent regions. He
was appointed by the Amiri Dewan as the first general director
of the Abdullah al-Salem Cultural Centre, managing seven
museums and overseeing the pre-opening strategy, opening,
and post-opening operations aligned with international
museological standards. His webpage www.kuwaitheritage.
com won the 2015 Kuwait E-Content Award by KFAS under the
patronage of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait.

Abstract:

Gulf women contribute significantly to preserving folk
heritage, serving as primary sources for traditional dress,
jewellery, cooking, and conduct rooted in authentic norms
and values. They are repositories of memory, carriers of
customs, and transmitters of heritage. This study highlights
their role in general, and Kuwaiti women in particular, by
exploring contributions such as traditional arts, folktales,
heritage events, documentation, and academic teaching.

In Kuwait, as across the Gulf, women consolidate national
identity by promoting heritage learning and ancestral
practices, making them carriers of identity and authenticity.
Tracing their contributions, this research presents: 1) women
as carriers of culture, transmitting stories, folktales, and
proverbs; 2) women as writers documenting heritage through
investigations and publications; and 3) women as academics
analyzing popular practices. The study concludes that Gulf
women have always been fundamental in safeguarding
heritage, showcasing this legacy through multiple channels
and strengthening its documentation and sustainability.
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Abeer Seikaly

Abeer Seikaly is a Jordanian-Palestinian architect, artist, and
cultural producer working across design and fine art. Her
practice, grounded in acts of memory—journaling, archiving,
and collecting—draws from traditional knowledge, especially

in Jordan’s Badia, where she collaborates with Bedouin women
in weaving and tent-making. Her work repositions craft as a
system of cultural continuity. She co-founded Amman Design
Week (2015) and established almamar, a residency and cultural
program (2018). In 2021, she was appointed Louis I. Kahn
Visiting Assistant Professor at Yale University. She received

the Lexus Design Award (2013) for Weaving a Home and the
Design Doha Prize (2024), and was shortlisted for the Institut du
Monde Arabe Design Prize (2024). Her work has been exhibited
at the Venice Architecture Biennale (2025), Vitra Design
Museum (2024), Science Museum London (2022), Issey Miyake
Foundation Tokyo (2021), MoMA New York (2016), among others,
and is held in collections including those of Queen Rania and

the Barjeel Art Foundation.

Abstract:

Abeer Seikaly works with Bedouin women in Jordan whose
knowledge of making continues through spinning, dyeing, and
weaving. This spatial and material knowledge is developed
through lived experience, refined over time, and practiced
outside dominant architectural frameworks. Her practice
begins with what has long been excluded. She focuses on
labor embedded in daily life and treats it as foundational. The
projects she leads involve women who return to skills set

aside for decades. Together, they resume the work. Cultural
empowerment moves through use, recognition, and continuity—
through a process in which women engage knowledge already
present. For Seikaly, architecture becomes a social technology:
a system that links material, memory, and participation. Her
contribution presents this methodology as a way to reposition
labor, place women’s work at the center of cultural production,

and expand the language of architecture.
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Eglal EImalik

Cultural Heritage Conservation Expert. Graduated from Cairo
University, Faculty of Archaeology, specializing in Restoration,
in 1982. Joined the National Corporation for Antiquities

and Museums (NCAM) in 1983, becoming Director of the
Conservation and Restoration Department (2010-2024). She
received advanced training in Egypt, Italy, Norway, and the
UK, and served two terms on ICCROM’s Executive Council
(2013-2021). She co-directed the Sudanese-Italian mission
restoring the Temple of Mut at Jebel Barkal and coordinated
major projects in Suakin (TIKA) and Western Sudan (ICCROM
Sharjah/British Council, 2019-2021). Since 2023, she has been
a member of NCAM’s Emergency Response Committee, and
is also a member of the Nubian Studies Society and ICOMOS
National Committee Executive.

Abstract:

Sudan’s geographical location, where civilizations met and
identities were shaped, produced a blend of ethnicities and a
rich cultural heritage. Often described as a miniature Africa, it
encompasses mountains, valleys, rivers, and plains. Its diverse
peoples created cultures rooted in prehistory and enriched
through successive eras.

Sudan pioneered community museums before ICOM’s new
definition, through the West Sudan Community Museums
(WSCM) project. WSCM rested on five pillars: rehabilitation of
heritage buildings; collection management (documentation,
restoration, storage, display); community engagement to
create living museums that support identity and peace;
education, exhibitions, and media outreach to promote
heritage; and museum management for sustainability.
Cultural diversity is a lever for heritage protection, and
community museums provide the best platform. Women

and youth are the most effective in raising awareness and
ensuring heritage plays an active role in political, social, and
economic strength.






Panel Discussion 2

Youth as Innovators in Heritage Conservation and Museum

Nasir Al Darmaki
(Moderator)

Deputy Director, ICCROM Regional Centre in Sharjah,
UAE. He brings 20 years of experience in curation,
museum strategy, and cultural heritage management. He
began his career at the Sharjah Museums Authority (SMA)
as curator of the Sharjah Archaeology Museum for nearly
a decade, before being promoted to Manager of Strategic
Planning for 16 museums. In this role, he supported

and supervised curators, focusing on budgeting and
exhibition development, and his leadership enhanced
efficiency and cultural impact. Currently, Nasir oversees
professional development courses and on-site projects
for heritage preservation across Arab countries including
Iraq, Syria, and Palestine. He is also Chair of ICOM UAE
and will lead hosting the ICOM International Conference
in 2025 in Dubai.
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Aisha Deemas

Aisha is Director General of Sharjah Museums Authority

since June 2023. She formerly held the position of Director

of Executive Affairs at Sharjah Museums Authority where she
participated in long-term planning and overall management of
the services provided to all Sharjah museums under SMA.
Aisha holds an MBA and a Bachelor of International Studies
degree from the American University of Sharjah. She has +15
years of experience in museums management.

Abstract:

At Sharjah Museums, we believe social engagement is vital

for protecting cultural heritage. Audience involvement plays

a key role in preserving, connecting, and reviving heritage.
Programs are designed to enhance knowledge transfer between
generations, especially in traditional crafts and practices.
Through their buildings, collections, exhibitions, and
programs, the museums support self-development, cultural
understanding, and research. Initiatives such as the

Sharjah Museums Ambassadors program and youth camps
empower young participants to develop public speaking and
communication skills while learning the museums’ role in
heritage preservation. Positive community response across
programs strengthens SMA's mission to safeguard and promote
knowledge transfer in society.



Ech-Cherki Dahmali

Dr. Dahmali is a Moroccan scholar in museology and cultural
heritage. He holds a PhD in Modern History from Mohammed
V University in Rabat, a Master’s in Islamic Archaeology, and a
Bachelor’s in Museology from INSAP, Morocco. Since 2001, he
has directed the Museum of the History of Telecommunications
in Rabat, with over two decades’ experience managing cultural
institutions and training professionals. He is President of
ICOM-Arab (2025-2022), Vice-President of ICOM-Africa and
ICOM-Morocco, and member of ICOM’s Advisory Council

and Strategic Planning Committee. He previously chaired

the International Committee for Museums of Science and
Technology (2022-2016). Since 2020, he has been Visiting
Professor at the University of Sharjah and Morocco’s School of
Information Sciences, contributing to heritage projects in more
than ten countries and publishing on museums and heritage.

Abstract:

This paper examines the role of museums in youth
development, the challenges of engaging younger audiences,
and approaches to strengthen their connection with heritage.
Museums offer experiential learning that enriches education,
providing encounters with artifacts and exhibitions that
spark curiosity and critical thinking. Yet in the Arab world,
traditional models often appear static, failing to connect

with youth seeking interactive and digital experiences. To
respond, museums are adopting strategies such as interactive
exhibitions, multimedia, workshops, and tools like AR, VR,
mobile apps, and social media. Youth can also join exhibition
creation through advisory boards, collaborative projects, and
participatory programs, fostering belonging and empowering
them as advocates. Strengthening partnerships with schools
by integrating visits into curricula is vital. The paper concludes
that by engaging youth as learners and creators, museums

preserve the past while inspiring the future.

Martin Daltry OBE

Martin Daltry is Director of the British Council United Arab
Emirates, leading operations in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah
with 150 staff delivering English, education, arts and cultural
programmes that build long-term UK-UAE relationships. He
has worked with the British Council for over 25 years, serving
as Director in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (24-2018),
where he oversaw the largest Cultural Protection Fund
programme, and as Director Algeria (16-2013). He has also held
posts in Pakistan, Turkey, Egypt and the UK. Daltry holds a
master’s degree in Near and Middle Eastern Studies from SOAS,
University of London, and was awarded the OBE in 2025 for
services to UK cultural relations.

Abstract:

In 2018 I returned to Palestine, supporting 11 projects to
safeguard heritage under threat across the West Bank and
Gaza through the British Council Cultural Protection Fund,

in partnership with the UK Department for Culture, Media
and Sport. In Gaza we funded Premier Urgence Internationale
(PUI), leading our largest project with the French Biblical and
Archaeological School in Jerusalem, local universities, and
the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities to restore the early
Christian sites of St. Hilarion Monastery and the Byzantine
church at Mukheitim. Over five years I visited Gaza regularly
and witnessed students restoring mosaics, cutting stones,
and documenting sites through photogrammetry. The youth-
led INTIQAL (“transmission”) initiative was created to sustain
this capacity, empowering graduates to preserve heritage and
develop skills for Gaza’s future. This work continues through
projects that protect Palestinian heritage, revitalise sites for
community use, and create education spaces—many locally
and female-led promoting identity, cohesion, economic
development, and hope.
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Rafif Al Amassi

Rafif Al Amassi is an architect with a Master’s in Sustainable
Building Technologies from the University of Nottingham,

UK. Since 2017, she has worked with Premiere Urgence
Internationale in the Gaza Strip, focusing on cultural heritage
and community engagement in crisis-affected settings. She
played a central role in developing the INTIQAL2030 program,
linking heritage protection with psychosocial support, youth
engagement, and socio-economic development. Her work
includes expert-led restoration projects, capacity-building

for local partners, and advocacy initiatives. She has built
partnerships with local organizations, universities, and
community groups, and represented Palestinian cultural
heritage in regional and international forums, advocating for
global solidarity. Passionate about innovation and sustainability,
she is committed to advancing heritage as a driver of resilience

and human connection.

Abstract:

INTIQAL is a youth-led initiative reconnecting Gaza’s youth
and communities with cultural heritage amid conflict. Founded
in 2017 under Premiere Urgence Internationale with support
from the British Council Cultural Protection Fund, it prioritizes
youth engagement, women’s leadership, and psychosocial
support. It has trained over 137 graduates, including 73 women,
in restoration, mosaic conservation, archaeology, and oral
history. Heritage became a window of hope through site

visits, events, and storytelling, while digital tools such as 3D
modeling and VR tours enabled documentation. Despite war,
INTIQAL sustained training and published the INTIQAL Book.
In 2024, the Saint Hilarion Monastery was inscribed on the
World Heritage List in Danger.
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Mikey Muhanna

Mikey Muhanna is the Founder & Executive Director of afikra
(afikra.com) a global movement to reframe the narrative about
the Arab World through community events, academy courses,
podcasts, and its magazine Daftar. Starting from a rooftop

in Brooklyn in 2014, Muhanna has grown afikra into a global
education and media platform with a world-class reputation
for creativity and impact and a community of 200,000 people
across 30 chapters globally with a robust content library with
hundreds of talks and millions of views. Muhanna also serves
as an advisor and trustee for institutions across the Middle
East on topics related to cultural production, education,

and innovation. Previously, he spent over a decade working
at firms like Morgan Stanley and PwC in New York City and
leading the MENA-based actuarial consulting firm Muhanna
Group. He is an Associate of the Society of Actuaries and

a graduate of Duke University (BS 2007) where he studied
Economics and Jazz Piano. Muhanna also taught high-school
Algebra in the New Orleans public school system as a Teach
For America Corps member and launched the education
nonprofit Positive Space NOLA.

Abstract:

Methods to relieve cultural disconnection and activate
intellectual curiosity among the Arab world's youth. This
talk will explore afikra's innovative approaches to bridge the
cultural gap faced by young people in the Arab world and its
diaspora. We will discuss how integrating heritage, arts, and
civic engagement into school curricula can empower youth
to become active custodians and innovators of their own

cultural identity.
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Ahmad Al-Kasasbeh is a conservation architect, urban planner, and researcher
from Jordan with expertise in heritage conservation, urban planning, and
digital technologies. He works at the Department of Antiquities in Amman
and has contributed to management plans for key World Heritage sites in
Jordan. Ahmad previously taught at the German Jordanian University and

has been involved in several EU- and DAAD-funded projects. He co-founded
Makan, a virtual think tank dedicated to advancing sustainable and innovative
applications in heritage, urbanism, and the built environment. It focuses

on integrating cutting-edge technologies—such as Artificial Intelligence

(Al), Digital Twin, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Remote Sensing
(RS), and Building Information Modeling (BIM)—into research, management,
and practice. Ahmad holds dual master’s degrees in Spatial Planning and
Architecture (Heritage Conservation) and is the recipient of multiple awards
in design, heritage, and entrepreneurship.

“Makan” initiative

The “Makan” initiative is a visionary project founded by three specialists

in architecture, urban studies, and the built environment, aiming to

merge advanced digital technologies with the preservation of cultural and
community identity. Among its flagship projects is “Makan Twin,” the first
application of the digital twin concept in Jordan’s cultural heritage. The
project reintroduces heritage sites as interactive systems by integrating
spatial data, 3D documentation, and cultural narratives within dynamic digital
platforms. It combines GIS analysis, photogrammetry, Heritage Building
Information Modeling (HBIM), and Al-driven interpretation through “Abu
Mahmoud,’ a culturally inspired virtual agent. Makan Twin pursues three
goals: building accurate digital databases for conservation and planning;
engaging communities in documenting crafts and oral histories; and offering
rich cultural experiences through interactive platforms. The project has
addressed field challenges and integrated diverse datasets into dynamic
dashboards, resulting in an interactive model that redefines heritage
documentation and collective memory. Conceived as a scalable model, it can
be applied to other sites in Jordan and the region.
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Panel Discussion 3

Case Studies - Cultural Resilience in a Globalized World

Shireen Sahouri
(Moderator)

Shireen Sahouri is an architect and cultural heritage
expert, specialised in the field of restoration and
rehabilitation of historic buildings, with an extensive
knowledge in World Heritage. She holds Bachelor>s
degree in Architecture from Aristoteles University of
Thessaloniki, Greece, in addition toa Masters’ degree in
Conservation and Restoration from Al Quds University,
Palestine. Since 2014,Shireen has been working at
ICCROM-Sharjah, where she is currently the Manager

of the Outreach and Development Projects. Prior to

this appointment, she was the Head of the Restoration
Department in the Palestinian Department of Antiquities
and Cultural Heritage, where she was responsible for
preparing national strategic and management plans

for archaeological and historical sites, including the
nomination files for the inscription of Palestinian sites on
the World Heritage List. With over 20 years of experience
in both regional and international contexts, Shireen has
demonstrated strong leadership in architecture and
heritage conservation. She has successfully led initiatives
dedicated to the protection and sustainability of cultural
heritage, focusing on capacity building and awareness-
raising activities that promote collaboration across
diverse teams to achieve common goals.
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Fatima Ali Al Maamari

Fatima Ali Al Maamari holder of a PhD in Literature and
Criticism, is a poet and writer with 11 published literary works.
She is the Acting Director of the Cultural Heritage Department
at the Ministry of Culture and a member of several boards,
including the Board of Directors of the Emirates Society for
Social Development. She has presented a number of papers
and studies in various fields, including heritage.

Abstract:

This paper focuses on the vital role played by youth and
women in safeguarding cultural heritage in the United Arab
Emirates, highlighting how local communities withstand the
challenges of globalization. It reviews Emirati experiences

in preserving both tangible and intangible heritage, and

the role of community and educational initiatives in raising
awareness among new generations. The paper also analyzes
strategies for integrating youth and women into programs of
preservation, documentation, and promotion of heritage, thus
providing a practical model for achieving a balance between
modernity and the preservation of cultural identity in the era
of globalization.



Ahmed Rashid Al Shihhi

Ahmed Rashid Al Shihhi holds a BA in English (2011) from

Pune University, India. He joined the Ministry of Heritage and
Culture in 2013 as a translator. In 2017, he became Head of the
Organizations Section, and since 2021 has served as Head of

the Intangible Cultural Heritage Preservation Section at the
Department of Cultural Identity. His work includes coordinating
with international organizations, preparing reports on
conventions, developing cultural strategies, organizing Omani
cultural events abroad, and supervising Oman’s intangible cultural

heritage nomination files for UNESCO’s Representative List.

Abstract:

This presentation highlights the role of culture as soft power

in resilience and in confronting globalization. The relationship
between culture and globalization is complex and widely
debated. The heritage sector contributes to sustainable
tourism, and many countries have called for its inclusion in

the UN Millennium Development Agenda, recognizing culture
as a strategic pillar. This was reaffirmed at UNESCO’s 2013
International Congress in Hangzhou under the theme “Culture:
Key to Sustainable Development.” Cultural resilience is achieved
by strengthening identity, preserving language and heritage,
and addressing threats to traditions and authenticity from
consumer culture. It requires awareness, support for initiatives,
and promotion of civilizational models, alongside strategies that
balance openness with self-preservation to ensure harmony
between authenticity and modernity. The paper examines how
heritage builds resilience against globalization and outlines:
Introduction- culture and globalization; Axis I- intangible
heritage and resilience; Axis II- strengths and weaknesses;

Axis III- challenges to resilience. The study draws on UNESCO
documents, the Convention for the Safeguarding of Cultural
Heritage, and expert surveys.

Hala Asslan

Dr. Hala Asslan is an expert in art history, archaeology, and
architectural studies, with a focus on the MENA region, particularly
Syria. She is dedicated to the preservation and rehabilitation of
cultural heritage impacted by conflict. Her academic journey began
with a Bachelor's in Architecture and culminated in a Master’s

from University Lumiere Lyon Il and a PhD from EPHE Paris. Her
research has illuminated the complexities of architectural and
cultural heritage in the MENA region, harnessing HBIM technology
to enhance preservation. Dr. Asslan has been honored with several
awards, including the Tamayouz Award for Women in Architecture
and Construction in the Middle East and North Africa (2024), the
Arab Archaeologists Union Award for Scientific Excellence for
Archaeological Youth in Egypt (2019), and recognition as Winner

of TOYP (Ten Outstanding Young Persons) at the JCI International
Competition in Estonia (2019).

Abstract:

Covered markets are an essential element of the visual,
architectural, and urban identity of historic Syrian cities. During
armed conflict, Syria’s heritage suffered extensive destruction,
with markets heavily damaged. Despite sanctions and challenges,
rehabilitation projects were carried out with the support of
organizations such as the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) and
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). These efforts
focused on sites including the Old City of Aleppo, inscribed on

the World Heritage List, and Deir ez-Zor on the national register,
safeguarding tangible and intangible heritage. The revival of Syria’s
historic markets preserved cultural identity and urban landscape
while integrating energy efficiency and sustainable development.
Projects advanced UN Sustainable Development Goals, particularly
poverty reduction, by supporting productive activities, creating
jobs, and enabling sustainable livelihoods. Architecture is a cultural
product, and caring for heritage does not mean worshipping the

ashes but keeping the fire alive so it continues to burn.

31



Biographies and
abstracts of speakers

Ayoob Thanoon

President of the Mosul Heritage Foundation and Ambassador of the
“Revive the Spirit of Mosul” initiative. Researcher at the Institute

of Development Studies (IDS) within the project “Reconfiguring
Heritage” He has worked to document and preserve the heritage
of Mosul and the Nineveh Governorate. These efforts culminated
in the establishment of the Mosul Heritage Foundation for Culture
and Development, located in the Al-Arhim Heritage House. The
Foundation houses a museum showcasing the heritage belongings
of families from Nineveh. It also includes the first virtual heritage
museum in Mosul, developed in partnership with Qaf Lab Company,
as well as the Community Center for the Revive the Spirit of Mosul
initiative by UNESCO. Over the past three years, the Foundation
has welcomed more than 120,000 visitors, becoming a key cultural
destination for anyone visiting the city of Mosul.

Abstract:

This presentation introduces the Mosul Heritage Foundation as a
case study in post-conflict heritage recovery, led by youth and civil
society. After the large-scale destruction in Mosul between 2014-
2017, a grassroots volunteer movement emerged to restore the
city’s cultural identity, leading to the establishment of the Mosul
Heritage Foundation to unify initiatives and protect both tangible
and intangible heritage. Key achievements include the “House of
Mosul Heritage,” a cultural center hosting Iraq’s first community
museum with over 800 donated heritage objects, Irags first virtual
heritage museum, and a community hub supporting UNESCO’s
“Revive the Spirit of Mosul” initiative.

Through partnerships with UNESCO, ICCROM, USAID, the Goethe-
Institut, and the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Antiquities,

the foundation has trained dozens in conservation, tour guiding,
and cultural content production. It has welcomed more than
120,000 visitors, organized 70+ cultural events, and documented
archaeological sites and traditional crafts. The presentation
underscores the vital role of youth in reviving heritage and
highlights culture as a tool for recovery, identity reconstruction,
and sustainable development.
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Danielle Kuijten holds a Master of Museology from the Reinwardt Academy
(Amsterdam University of the Arts) and began her museum career as

a freelancer in the heritage field. Her projects focus on co-creation,
contemporary collecting, action curating, and rethinking museum practice.
She has worked extensively with Imagine IC, a pioneer in documenting
contemporary society, where she developed a participatory neighborhood
archive in Amsterdam Southeast and co-curated exhibitions on Black
Resistance, Queering the City, the Bijlmer flight disaster, Culinary Heritage,
and Activism. In 2022 she was guest curator of the first DOMiDlabs in Cologne,
Germany, supporting the design of a participatory migration museum. Since
March 2023 she has served as director of Imagine IC.

Danielle is a regular guest at international conferences, president of COMCOL
(ICOM’s international committee for collecting), joined the EMYA judging
panel in 2023, and is currently co-chair of the jury.

In an increasingly interconnected world, globalization facilitates the rapid
exchange of ideas, values, and cultural practices, reshaping identities, and
social dynamics across communities. While global cultural trends foster
diversity and innovation, they also pose challenges to the preservation

of local traditions and collective memory. This presentation explores the
concept of cultural resilience—the capacity of communities to adapt to
global influences while safeguarding and revitalizing their unique cultural
practices. Using Imagine IC, a leading heritage organization based in
Amsterdam, as a case study, we examine how participatory approaches

to storytelling, archiving, and community engagement enable local voices
to remain central in defining cultural identity. The discussion highlights
strategies for balancing openness to global currents with the need to protect
cultural distinctiveness, offering insights into how heritage institutions can
empower communities to co-create inclusive narratives and sustain living
traditions in a globalized context.
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Panel Discussion 4

Heritage as Sustainable Livelihoods for Women

Anwar Sabik

(Moderator)

Born in 1972, Anwar holds a degree in Architectural
Engineering and a Master’s in Conservation of Cultural
Heritage from the University of Damascus, in collaboration
with the Centre des Hautes Etudes de Chaillot. He worked
as a lecturer for five years and served for 14 years as a
Conservation Architect with the Directorate General of
Antiquities and Museums (DGAM) in Syria (2014-2000).
Since 2014, he has been Projects Manager at ICCROM’s
Regional Centre in Sharjah, overseeing field projects,
technical consultations, and training. His work includes
the Western Sudan Community Museums, Royal Historical
Houses in Muscat, Al-Dur Temple, and Al-Midfa Tower in
the UAE. He also coordinates ICCROM’s Master’s program
and trains in documentation, photogrammetry, 3D
modelling, and risk management.
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Rose-Marie FERRE

Dr. Rose-Marie Ferré is Associate Professor in Art History of the
Middle Ages at Sorbonne University since 2009, and Head of the
Master’s degree in Expertise and Art Market since 2019. Today,
she is the Head of the Department of Archaeology and Art
History of SUAD. Her research focuses on the factors of artistic
commissions and in particular the actions and role of the great
Princes and Kings of the late Middle Ages, but aloso on the
questions of iconography and cultural transmission. Currently,
she focuses on contemporary issues, in connection with
expertise and art market. Her research deals with the modern
and contemporary art in the Arab countries, particularly
collections and collectors in the United Arab Emirates. She
regularly collaborates with artists and actors from the art world,
for curatorial projects

Abstract:

This presentation will focus on the contribution of women to

the preservation, promotion and dissemination of modern and
contemporary Arab art in the UAE. It will particularly examine
the role of women collectors not only in the discovery and
promotion of young local artists, but also in the conservation and
transmission of a frequently underestimated heritage. Whether
as individuals, collectives or foundations, women collectors in
the United Arab Emirates act as true cultural agents. Thanks

to their active presence ( studio visits, artist residency tours,

art market monitoring, event organization) and their curatorial
reports (documentation, archives, publications), they give real
visibility to the regional creators. They also often forge links
with cultural and educational institutions such as museums and
universities, as well as private players, thereby strengthening the
integration of artists or the recognition of more senior figures
within a legitimizing network. Our case studies will shed light on
these powerful and insightful women, who today represent key
milestones in the world of art, heritage and culture.



Noha El Sebaie

Noha El Sebaie is a development practitioner and educator with
14 years’ experience in youth employment, entrepreneurship,
education, economic development, health, climate, and
migration. She has worked with Pathfinder International, Hivos,
IOM, GIZ, the American University in Cairo, Cairo University, and
Nahdet El Mahrousa. She has partnered with donors including
CFYE, USAID, the Italian-Egyptian Debt Swap, IIE, IYF, and

the MasterCard Foundation. Her career covers programme
management, training, consultancies, business development, and
research. She holds a Master’s in International Development from
the London School of Economics (LSE) and a BA in Economics
from Cairo University.

Abstract:

Cultural heritage in the Arab region is both a cornerstone of
identity and a driver of development. This presentation explores
how heritage supports women’s empowerment by creating
livelihoods that preserve tradition while generating income and
resilience. Drawing on Pathfinder International’s experience

in Egypt, Jordan, and the wider MENA region, it highlights
approaches linking heritage with gender equity and socio-
economic inclusion. Pathfinder’s work shows how women act as
custodians of heritage through enterprises, crafts, eco-tourism,
and community initiatives that build social capital and security.
The discussion situates this within frameworks of gender
equality, climate resilience, and youth engagement. It argues
that investing in women-led heritage livelihoods strengthens
continuity while reducing poverty, enabling knowledge transfer,
and fostering cohesion. By positioning heritage as a living
resource, it underscores its role as a catalyst for the Sustainable
Development Goals. Pathfinder’s initiatives demonstrate how
heritage can become an engine for empowerment, resilience,
and sustainable futures.

Mina Mohamed Mahmoud Sy

Mina Mohamed Mahmoud Sy is a Mauritanian cultural
professional specializing in folk arts and community-based
heritage transmission. She holds a Master’s degree in Mauritanian
Regional Dynamics (Geography) from the University of Nouakchott
and currently serves as Training Programs Officer at the Teranim
Center for Folk Arts. Mina has extensive experience organizing
cultural and artistic events, supervising residencies, and leading
workshops to transfer traditional skills in music, dance, and
performance to younger generations. She has contributed

to national and international festivals and has worked on

documentation and reporting for cultural initiatives in Mauritania.

Abstract:

In Mauritania, folk arts have historically been tied to specific social
groups entrusted with cultural roles such as singing, dancing,
drumming, and preparing brides, making these practices tools
for reproducing social stratification. Despite their artistic and
symbolic value, the groups safeguarding this heritage remained
marginalized, especially in the absence of national cultural
policies recognizing intangible heritage, while it was often
exploited superficially in official ceremonies. In this context,

the “Sawt Teslam” (“The Voice is Yours”) project was launched

in 2023 by the Teranim Center for Folk Arts as an educational

and artistic initiative targeting 30 vulnerable and out-of-school
girls in Nouakchott (Al-Mina, Arafat, Riyadh). The project taught
Medh (religious praise poetry), traditional dance, and drumming,
alongside performance and social media management skills. After
a year of training, some participants integrated into cultural life
by performing at social events and joining national festivals for
the first time, proving heritage’s potential as a tool for social and
economic empowerment. The project seeks not only to preserve
folk arts but also to integrate marginalized women into the
cultural sector as transmitters of collective memory, underscoring

the need for inclusive cultural policies, funding, and training.
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Rawcda Abdelhady

Rawda Abdelhady is a PhD researcher in Archaeological Conservation
at Universita degli Studi di Napoli L'Orientale, specializing in maritime
and underwater heritage preservation. She holds an MA in Heritage
Conservation and Site Management from Brandenburg University of
Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg and Helwan University, a Diploma
in Archaeological Restoration and Conservation from Fayoum
University, and a BA in Egyptology from Alexandria University. She is
the Founding Director of the Raquda Foundation for Art and Heritage
in Alexandria and has worked on international projects including

the Marsa Gawasis Mission in Egypt, the Baia Archaeological Park

in Italy, and the Abu Mena World Heritage Site with UNESCO and
Megawra. Her work focuses on underwater conservation, virtual
documentation, and sustainable strategies for heritage at risk. She
has published on GIS applications for maritime heritage and received
awards including the Arab Archaeologists Award (2024) and multiple
grants from the Honor Frost Foundation.

Abstract:

Women play a central role in safeguarding cultural heritage,
particularly in coastal and aquatic environments. This intervention
presents experiences in preserving water-related heritage and
transforming it into a field of innovation through modern science,
applied methods, and the empowerment of youth and women. It
draws on fieldwork led by the Raquda Foundation in Alexandria,
alongside research in in-situ underwater heritage conservation,
combining local knowledge with technical interventions. Projects
include the “El-Max Maritime Rescue Project,” where young
women documented intangible heritage and revived crafts, and the
“Revival of Historic Reservoirs,” which turned heritage into cultural
and environmental centers while strengthening women’s roles in
monitoring and documentation. It also highlights preservation of
buildings, stone monuments, and shipwrecks through eco-friendly
protective coatings and applications in Egypt, Italy, and Saudi
Arabia. It underscores the importance of integrating research with
field practice to create sustainable solutions and enhance women’s
role as knowledge producers and partners in heritage protection.
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Panel Discussion 5

Intergenerational Dialogue and Knowledge Exchange

Youssef Al Hassan
(Moderator)

An Emirati writer and thinker, holding a PhD in Political
Science. He is the co-founder of the Emirati newspaper
Al Khaleej and served as its first Editor-in-Chief in 1970.
One of the first generation of Emirati diplomats (1972~
2010), he held several diplomatic posts, the last of which
was Director General of the Diplomatic Institute with
the rank of Ambassador. He is a member of the boards

of trustees of several think tanks and research centers,
an active participant in intercultural and interfaith
dialogue institutions, and a founding member of the Arab
Group for Islamic-Christian Dialogue. He has received
numerous awards for cultural and media creativity

and diplomatic service, including the Al Owais Award

for Studies, the UAE Press Pioneers Award, and the
Jerusalem Award from the Union of Arab Writers (2018).
He has authored 45 books, along with research and
articles on thought, culture, politics, and society, and has
accumulated extensive experience in diplomacy, politics,
research, and leadership development.
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Ayman Othman
Barout Al- Barout

Ayman Othman Barout Al-Barout is the Secretary-General of the
Arab Parliament for the Child. He holds an Executive Master’s in
Public Administration from the Mohammed Bin Rashid School

of Government and a Bachelor's in Political Science from UAE
University. He has held key positions including Parliamentary
Affairs Advisor at the Sharjah Consultative Council and Senior
Researcher at the Federal National Council. Ayman is also
Editor-in-Chief of the biannual Young Parliamentarian Magazine.
He actively contributes to cultural and community events as a
speaker and workshop leader, and serves on juries for prominent
cultural and knowledge-based awards. His published articles
reflect his engagement with heritage, culture, and public affairs.

Abstract:

This intervention emphasizes the pivotal role of heritage in
shaping cultural identity and sustaining the collective memory

of nations. Heritage preservation is a continuous process that
requires the participation of all social groups, with women and
youth at its core. The Arab Parliament for Children seeks to instill
appreciation for cultural heritage through its programs and
initiatives, including participation in Sharjah Heritage Days 2025,
the launch of an innovative media initiative in Al-Barlamani Al-
Saghir magazine to reimagine folk tales for young audiences, and
dedicating parliamentary sessions to the theme of Arab children’s
cultural identity. These efforts highlight the importance of
storytelling, traditions, and cultural practices in transmitting
values across generations. The intervention also underscores the
central role of women as custodians of intangible heritage, while
calling for collective societal efforts to embed heritage within
education, media, and community life as a driver of identity and
belonging in a changing world.



May al-lbrashy

May al-Ibrashy is an Egyptian architect with more than 30

years of experience in the field of conservation and heritage
management, mostly in Historic Cairo. She is founder and chair
of Megawra-Built Environment Collective and coordinator of
Athar Lina, an initiative run by Megawra-BEC in partnership with
the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and Cairo Governorate.
Athar Lina conserves the heritage of Historic Cairo and conceives
of it as a driver for community development. She holds a BSc in
Architecture from Ain Shams University and an MA and PhD in
Archaeology from the University of London. May was a recipient
of the Prince Claus Fund Impact Award in 2022 and finalist in
Divia Awards for Diversity in Architecture in 2023. She was
recently named in African Column’s list of '50 Influential African
Women Architects’ (2025 & 2024).

Abstract:

Athar Lina Initiative has worked since 2012 on converting

the heritage of al-Khalifa neighbourhood in Historic Cairo

into a community resource and a driver for socio-economic
development. In addition to its work on architectural, urban, and
environmental conservation, Athar Lina runs a heritage-based
program of education and vocational training targeting women
and children. This program includes a heritage summer camp
for children, vocational training in crafts, heritage education,
heritage storytelling, tour guiding, and heritage-inspired

public art. It also runs a workshop that employs close to 20
Khalifa residents, mostly women, to produce a luxury craft and
educational games. This action line does not simply generate
income for Khalifa's residents and educate its children and
youth. It enables them to tell their stories and lay claim to their
heritage, adding a vital, and often overlooked, layer to al-Khalifa's
heritage narrative.

Osama Abdel Meguid

Dr. Ossama A. W. Abdel Meguid holds a PhD in Museology from
the Reinwardt Academy in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. He

is the founder of the Nubian Museum in Aswan, Egypt, and
currently serves as General Director of the Children’s Center
for Civilization and Creativity, and the Nubian Monuments
Salvage Fund. He has been engaged in international museum
work, serving as a member of the Executive Council of the
International Council of Museums (ICOM) (2016-2009), Vice-
President of ICOM-ARAB (2019-2009), and Chair of ICOM
Egypt. He has contributed as a UNESCO expert for the Creative
Cities Network. Dr. Abdel Meguid has published widely on
heritage and museology, addressing topics such as museums
and community engagement, intangible heritage digitization,
eco-tourism, intercultural dialogue, ethics of collecting, and the
role of museums in crisis contexts. His career reflects a strong
commitment to advancing museums as spaces of education,

dialogue, and cultural preservation.

Abstract:

This study examines the role of women in preserving intangible
heritage, focusing on Nubian women. Women, as custodians

of traditional knowledge, transmit and interpret heritage—
handicrafts, folk medicine, and language—to future generations.
The paper analyzes UNESCO?s initiatives and conferences
recognizing women’s contributions as bearers and reproducers
of intangible heritage. A field study in three Nubian villages in
Aswan confirms women’s awareness of their roles and their
efforts to teach children their cultural identity, including the
Nubian language. The study concludes that empowering women
in heritage preservation helps maintain identity and contributes
to socioeconomic development through traditional crafts. It
recommends policies and programs that ensure gender equality
and financial compensation to support women as vital carriers

of living heritage.
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Panel Discussion 6

Policy Development for Inclusive Heritage Conservation

Awad Saleh

(Moderator)

Dr. Awad Saleh is UNESCO Conventions Consultant on
Intangible Cultural Heritage — United Arab Emirates He is
a leading expert in the field of intangible cultural heritage.
He has served as a consultant for several governmental
and cultural institutions in the United Arab Emirates

and has played a key role in preparing and coordinating
nomination files successfully inscribed by UNESCO on the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity. Among these are Falconry, Arabic Coffee, Majlis,
Al-Sadu, and Al-Azi. He previously served as the Secretary-
General of the National Commission for UNESCO in

the UAE, where he led major national and international
initiatives in education, culture, and heritage. In 2009,

Dr. Saleh chaired four sessions of the Intergovernmental
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible

Cultural Heritage held in Abu Dhabi, reinforcing the UAE’s
leadership in global heritage dialogue. With extensive
expertise in the implementation of the 2003 Convention
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,
Dr. Saleh has also contributed to capacity-building
programs and training workshops across the Arab region,
supporting national efforts to safeguard and promote
cultural heritage.
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Injee Kim

Injee Kim is the Project Coordinator for Culture at UNESCO
Regional Office for Gulf States and Yemen. She coordinates

the "Heritage and Creativity for the Sustainable Development
of AlUla" under her current role based in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
From 2016 to 2023, she coordinated the UNESCO Asia-Pacific
Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation programme at

the UNESCO Regional Office in Bangkok. Previously, she was
involved in producing exhibitions at the Korea National Museum
of Modern and Contemporary Art (2018) and the Gwangju
Biennale Foundation (2014). Her professional interest is in
reorienting heritage practices for sustainable development.
She managed the revitalization of the UNESCO Heritage
Awards programme to more prominently acknowledge cultural
heritage's role and contribution to sustainable development
within the global framework of Agenda 2030. Injee has also
contributed to the development of the UNESCO Competence
Framework for Cultural Heritage Management and related
capacity building activities that provide guidance to individuals
and organizations for competence-based heritage practices.

Abstract:

Inclusivity and sustainability are now central to conservation
thinking, reflected in the stronger focus on heritage
interpretation and presentation within the World Heritage
framework. As more heritage sites are recognized in the
Arab Region, there is a growing need for policies that are
inclusive and that can communicate Outstanding Universal
Value (OUV) in ways that connect with diverse social,
cultural, and environmental contexts. This presentation
will highlight UNESCO’s policy recommendations and
frameworks for inclusive heritage management, drawing
on case studies from the region that showcase practical
approaches and lessons learned.



Souayibou Varissou

Mr. Varissou is a heritage practitioner with three decades of
experience in tangible and intangible heritage. He holds master’s
degrees in history and archaeology (University of Benin, 1992)
and in cultural heritage management (Senghor University of
Alexandria, 1997), and is pursuing a PhD on sustainable heritage
funding. Bilingual in French and English, he has combined
research, teaching, and leadership. As archaeologist and
lecturer, he studied the slave trade in Ouidah, the underground
structures of Agongointo, and stone sculptures of Bidojato,
while teaching at the University of Benin, the School of African
Heritage, and Senghor University. He coordinated initiatives
such as Africa 2009, UNESCO World Heritage training, and
ICESCO projects. He directed the Botanical Garden of Porto-
Novo (2005-1998), later reopened as the Garden of Plants and
Nature. He was Executive Director of the African World Heritage
Fund (2023-2017), is Director General of Benin's National Agency
for Tourist Heritage, and since 2025 has worked with ICESCO.
Author of 15 publications, he promotes heritage as a resource for
peace and development.

Abstract:

Amid transformations in the Islamic world and globalization,
preserving heritage is vital for identity and stability. This

paper presents ICESCO’s policy through three approaches:
preservation, empowerment, and innovation. It highlights two
tracks: embedding heritage in national strategies through
training, documentation, and nomination files—especially for
the Islamic World Heritage List; and empowering youth as active
partners in policy. It also addresses challenges of financing,
recognition of emerging expressions, and technological gaps,
while proposing participatory protection. ICESCO is positioned
as a cultural actor that safeguards heritage and transforms it into
a lever for development, linking past and future.

Maamoun Abdulkarim

Professor Dr. Maamoun Abdulkarim earned his PhD in Archaeology
and Ancient History (Near East before Islam) from France in 1997.
He has been a professor at the University of Damascus since 2000,
becoming Full Professor in 2011, and served as Head of Archaeology
(2012-2009). From 2012 to 2017, he was Director-General of
Antiquities and Museums in Syria, leading heritage protection
during the war. He also co-directed the French-Syrian Joint
Mission in Northern Syria. Since 2022, he has been Professor at the
University of Sharjah, later serving as Head of Department of the
History-Tourism &Vice Dean. He has authored books, numerous

studies, and received international awards.

Abstract:

Between 2012 and 2017, Syria faced immense challenges in
safeguarding its cultural heritage as archaeological sites, historic
cities, and museums suffered destruction and looting. The
Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM) launched
a national emergency plan focused on evacuating at-risk collections
to secure storage. From 2012 to 2014, thousands of artifacts were
removed from museums in hazardous areas. By 2015, with ISIS
occupying Palmyra and armed groups controlling Idlib and Bosra al-
Sham, evacuations expanded to major museums including Deir ez-
Zor, Aleppo, and Hama. A striking example was the Palmyra Museum
rescue, where young DGAM staff smuggled hundreds of artifacts on
the night the city fell. After its liberation in 2016, around 60 young
men and women continued the evacuation through packaging,
documentation, and transport to Damascus. Youth and women
were central to these efforts, despite severe risks, highlighting their
empowerment as a first line of defense for heritage. The experience
underscored the value of early intervention, community involvement,
and international support (UNESCO, ICCROM, ICOM). Despite
limited funding and security threats, the Syrian case shows that
engaging women and youth is a strategic necessity for safeguarding

heritage and preserving cultural identity for future generations.
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Fouad Mahdaoui

Dr. Fouad Mahdaoui, laureate of the National Institute of
Archaeology and Heritage of Rabat and Abdelmalek Essaadi
University of Tetouan-Morocco, is an expert in cultural heritage
management. He is President of the Moroccan National
Committee "Memory of the World" (UNESCO), Member of the
Moroccan National Commission for Education, Culture, and
Science, and President of the Conference of Archaeology and
Cultural Heritage in the Arab World-ALECSO (2025-2023). Dr.
Mahdaoui is former member of the Advisory Committee of the
Archives of Morocco and expert to international organizations
on the UNESCO conventions of 1970 ,1954, and 2003. He serves
as Regional Director of the Ministry of Youth, Culture, and

Communication for the Fez-Meknes region.

Abstract:

Cultural heritage preservation policies require balancing
safeguarding for future generations with making it a driver of
cultural, social, and economic development. In the Arab world,
this demands policies reflecting heritage beyond symbolic value,
recognizing its economic, social, and diplomatic dimensions.
Effective laws, digitization, community engagement—including
women and youth—and integration into education are essential,
alongside investment in cultural and creative industries. Yet
globalization, urban expansion, and limited funding necessitate
integrated policies, public-private partnerships, and openness to
international experiences. This paper highlights two Moroccan
experiences. The first, led by the Rabat Cultural Heritage
Preservation Foundation with state partners, introduces

annual educational programs, kits, teacher training, and field
visits across six historic cities, fostering awareness and pride
among students and teachers. The second, the “Moroccan Craft
Treasures” program with UNESCO, preserves traditional crafts
through youth training, job creation, and digitization, ensuring
transmission of artisanal knowledge while contributing to
sustainable economic and cultural development.
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